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Despite travel bans and complications, many galleries from oversees had a presence, 
giving the first major US fair since the pandemic a truly international tone 
by Benjamin Sutton, September 10, 2021 
 

 
Installation view of The Armory Show, 2021. Photo by Casey Kelbaugh. Courtesy of The Armory Show. 

 
 
Eighteen months after its last edition closed—just as COVID-19 sent New York City into 
lockdown—The Armory Show is back in a new timeslot and a new venue, the hulking 
Javits Center, allowing for ample social distancing in the aisles. With 157 galleries 
participating in the physical event and another 55 taking part through its online portal, 
while this year’s fair has slightly fewer booths than in years past, it also has an airier and 
more user-friendly layout than its longtime home on the West Side piers afforded. On 
more than one occasion during Thursday’s preview, dealers I spoke with likened the fair’s 
refreshed format to Art Basel’s takeover of the Miami Beach Convention Center each  
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December. And, as at that fair, gallerists have made the most of the big, bright stage. 
Here are the 10 standout presentations from The Armory Show’s 2021 edition. 
 
Marc Straus 
 
Focus Sector, Booth F5 
 
With works by Marie Watt 
 

 
Marie Watt, installation view in Marc Straus’s booth at The Armory Show, 2021. Courtesy of the artist and Marc Straus 
 
The meaning of Marie Watt’s work is inseparable from the process of its making. The 
artist, who is a member of the Seneca Nation, creates her seminal “Skywalker/Skyscraper” 
works—whose forms and titles refer to the Iroquois construction workers who were known 
as “skywalkers” for their role in building Manhattan’s skyscrapers in the mid–20th 
century—from reclaimed blankets dramatically pierced by steel I beams affixed to cedar 
bases. 
 
Meanwhile, pieces from her “Companion Species” series involve beading and embroidery 
created by women in communal sewing sessions. “The work has a lot to do with the 
matriarchal society she comes from,” said gallerist Marc Straus. “To create these works, 
there will be a community of women who come together in a sewing circle.” The works in  
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the booth, including a totemic steel sculpture and a panoramic beaded work in dazzling 
crepuscular palettes, reflect the incredible craftwork of these gatherings. The entire 
presentation, with each work priced at over $100,000, had sold by the end of the fair’s 
opening day. 
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Link: https://www.artsy.net/article/artsy-editorial-10-best-booths-armory-2021 


