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Essential happenings 
… 
On my recent cross-country jaunt, I caught an exhibition by Marie Watt and Cannupa 
Hanska Luger at the Denver Art Museum. “Each/Other,” as the show is titled, features 
work by the two Indigenous artists, who are known for their collaborative practices. You 
may recognize Luger’s name because I wrote about his show, “Passage,” at the Mesa 
Contemporary Arts Museum in Arizona in last week’s newsletter (now in its final 
weekend). Luger was also codirector of “Sweet Land,” the experimental opera staged 
by the Industry in the Los Angeles State Historic Park early last year — where, in addition 
to helping oversee the production, he also designed the costumes. 
 
“Each/Other” features some of those costume designs in its galleries, as well other pieces 
that are born of collaboration. This includes a piece, made with Watt, that consists of a 
large-scale figure of a canine — a companion species — that has been quilted together 
out of stitched bandanas submitted by hundreds of contributors. 
 

 
“Each/Other,” a large-scale collaborative sculptural project organized by artists Marie Watt and Cannupa Hanska 

Luger. (Kevin McConnell) 
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I was especially intrigued by the arquitectonic ways Watt works with textiles such as 
blankets, an object freighted with so much historic and personal symbolism. This included 
a 2016 sculpture, “Blanket Stories: Talking Stick, Works Progress, Steward (White 
Pine),” a slender, vertical wooden piece, almost minimalist in nature, that evokes an 
impossible tower of folded blankets. Another piece, “Skywalker/Skycraper (Babel),” 2012, 
features actual blankets, pierced by a steel I beam, that nod to the Indigenous workers 
who helped build Manhattan’s skyscrapers. 
In Watt’s collaborative patchwork quilts, the myriad voices of the sewing circles that help 
produce them come to life — literally, in the form of words and phrases that have been 
stitched onto the surface of the piece by individual contributors. A quilt devoted to trees 
contains poetic expressions like “invisible ancestors” and “monsoon clouds.” 
We may feel like we’re falling apart, but in these works you find evidence of the small but 
potent ways in which we come together. 
 
“Each/Other: Marie Watt and Cannupa Hanska Luger” is on view at the Denver Art 
Museum in Denver, Colo., through Aug. 22; denverartmuseum.org. Missed it? 
“Each/Other” will travel to the Michael C. Carlos Museum at Emory University in Atlanta 
in the fall, followed by a showing next year at the Peabody Essex Museum in Salem, 
Mass. 

 
Marie Watt, “Trek (Pleiades),” 2014, from the artist’s exhibition “Each/Other” at the Denver Art Museum.  (Marie Watt 

/ Aaron Johansen / Tia Collection) 
… 
 
 
Link: https://www.latimes.com/entertainment-arts/newsletter/2021-08-07/essential-arts-
how-black-culture-shaped-us-culture-essential-arts 


