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The Thin Line  
Between Home  

And Homelessness 
 
HUC show is a meditation on the nature of home, and exile, at a time of refugees 

on the move. 
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Chris Jones’ collage “After They Had Left.” Courtesy HUC-JIR 

 
There are no people visible in Chris Jones’ large mixed-media collage, “After 
They Had Left,” one of the first works of art visitors encounter in Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion Museum’s current exhibit, “Home(less).” 
 
Jones, a British sculptor, has created an assemblage of rooms and hallways, 
“furnished” with settings from magazine and book pages, mixing rustic, run-down 
and fading glamorous styles. It’s as if someone lifted the front façade of a many-
floored house, leaving a geometric, urban dollhouse. He includes open windows 
with views, stairwells and many stories left untold. 
 
“Home. Is it an actuality, a concept, a dream or some combination of these and 
more?” asks Laura Kruger, who curated the wide-ranging group show. 
 
“Home(less)” features the work of more than 70 artists, all reflecting on the 
meaning of home and, also, homelessness. They find inspiration, beauty and 
truth in many places, from biblical interpretation to ritual items, from the 
Holocaust to current events. 
 
Kruger says that she was not looking for pictures of houses but something more 
nuanced. Perhaps the most humble and fragile example of home is seen in 
Heddy Abramowitz’s photograph, “Balcony Sukkah for Two, Jerusalem.” The 
sukkah, in front of arched windows, is made of bed sheets, topped with palm 
fronds. 
 
“Home(less)” elicits complex reactions: gratitude for the homes we enjoy; guilt at 
how easy it is to avert one’s eyes from those who have no homes; silence. The 
viewer is made ever aware of the thin and porous line between home and 
homelessness, especially at this time when we have witnessed an increase in 
refugees around the world forced to leave their homes and, in this country, the 
extensive and shocking loss of homes due to fire, floods and mudslides. 
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In an essay in the exhibition catalogue, Alyssa Gray, professor of codes and 
responsa literature at HUC, writes that both home, whether divine or human, and 
the loss of home, or exile, are pervasive Jewish themes, and so is the hope that 
one can go home again. 
 
The themes of the show crisscross images and ideas of beloved homes, 
destroyed homes, remembered homes, remnants of home, empty nests, asylum 
seekers, homelands and a nod to home base. But while art shows with 
messages are often more about the messages, Kruger has collected a lot of very 
good art for this exhibition. 
 
Kruger, herself a New York treasure, has been curating exhibitions at the HUC 
Museum for more than 20 years. She’s a great champion of artists whose work 
touches on Jewish themes. Her selection and presentation of the work enables 
timely conversation and community engagement with art. 
 
Most, but not all, of the participating artists are Jewish. Kruger likes to be 
inclusive, and she feels that this theme extends beyond the Jewish community. 
While she has curated many group shows, she features some artists, like Chris 
Jones, here for the first time. 
 
For the full article, go to: http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/the-thin-line-between-home-and-
homelessness/ 
 
Original Source: http://jewishweek.timesofisrael.com/the-thin-line-between-home-and-homelessness/ 


